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lwake up every morning and |l ove coming to wor

grateful the citizens of our great city have placed their faith in me to set the guiding principles for
the | egal and prosecutori al direction of our
day the City Attorneybs office can significan
be at the forefront of our communityds effort

| honestly believe that now, more than ever, we must stand together to lift up our family, friends,
and neighbors. Whether itodés shutting down dru
or filing lawsuits to protect the rights and interests of our city and residents, we will continue to

look for innovative new ways to make Columbus an even better place to live.

In my office hangs a photo of Robert F. Kennedy, with a quote of his, whichreadsi Ther e ar { il Y R A y
those who look at things the way they are, and ask why? .... | dream of things that never were,

and ask why not?o bSAIKO2ZNK

When | look at the many challenges facing our community, it is the pursuit of justice for all that
inspires me to askd not just why & but why not?

Why canodot we fi nd c o msensergsnueornttiat kpepssdangecoosmeapans 0 GKS
out of the hands of domestic abusers and other violent criminals?

Why candét we coll aborate with our partners an
many different angles as possible?

Why candét we find common ground to defend wor

It is that aspirational examination of the way things are versus the way that perhaps they should
be that has led our office to take action to address the pervasive gun violence in our society, to
support legal efforts to protect funding for the basic healthcare needs of low-income, uninsured
and underinsured individuals, and to lead the efforts in implementing the Franklin County
Opiate Action Plan.

I hope youdll take the time to read more abou
newsletter, as our office continues to focus on ways to help improve the safety and progress of ¢ KAa -Wdzo fl A0 IS
our city. ltés a job that none of us in the /[CEENARNNOAY
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http://twitter.com/CityAttyKlein
http://twitter.com/CityAttyKlein
http://www.facebook.com/columbuscityattorney
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.facebook.com/columbuscityattorney
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/cityattorney
http://www.youtube.com/user/cityattorney
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/feedback.aspx
mailto:ColumbusCityAttorneyOutreach@columbus.gov
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W hile headlines such as the ones proclaimingi j udge overturns Col umk
andiij udge rules bump st ock banseemedtCsensationdlizes u
what is an already polarizing topic, the reality of
Columbus' newly enacted gun regulations is much o f criminals help
different. In May 2018, City Council passed four

ordinances that made dozens of technical and of domestic viol
substantive changes to the®Riey&&MENMImi napd

OKeepi nNg guns out

related to firearms offenses. After this range of community a safer
common sense gun regulations went into effect in Protecting our f
June, two groups, Ohioans for Concealed Carry and neighbors from c
the Buckeye Firearms Foundation, sued the city on guns should be s
two provisions: the new Weapons. under disability can all rdlaing aveo
statute th.at cqnforms city code with federal Cour | aws can serv
prohibitions, andcallembamp0|t1,yos b%l’h on s.0, .

. . . . or o er cities vor ki ng |
stocks, which are rate-of-fire acceleration devices that | | r0,e |
allow guns to approximate the firing rate of fully oca gun g u
automatic assault weapons. The plaintiffs prevailed Columbus City Attorney

on only one of those points: whether bump stocks are .
. : Zach Klein

considered gun accessories or gun components.

While the City Attorney argued that they were accessories, and cited the bumpstock

manufacturersé own patent applications that

court ruled they were components. The City

So what seemed to get lost amid all the rhetoric was the fact that Columbus made dozens of
code changes to make our community safer in the wake of tragedies such as the Las Vegas and
Parkland mass shootings, and all but one either went unchallenged or was upheld by a court.
The gun lobby chose to stand their ground in defending the rights of violent criminals and
domestic abusers to keep firearms in the City of Columbus, even though federal law prohibits
those convicted of domestic violence and other violent felonies from possessing firearms

(these are the | aws that are commonly refer
court agreed that Columbus had the authority to close the gap between already existing
feder al prohibitions and state | aw, whi-<ch r

convicts and those who are subject of a protection order from possessing weapons.

Some of the other carefully crafted regulations that went into effect in June include:

9 Adding seizure or forfeiture of weapons to the list of potential penalties against an
offender who uses a weapon while committing negligent homicide, negligent assault or
aggravated menacing.

9 New criminal penalties, including forfeiture of weapons and mandatory jail time, for
someone who possesses a gun when violating a protection order.

9 Prohibitions against defacing the identification marks on a firearm. ¢ KA & -des f OIS
1 Prohibiting people under 21 from purchasing or attempting to purchase a handgun. . Szlyg sza v f/ é
Al
9 New procedures for storing and returning surrendered firearms. TT b2NIK C
. . o . R . . [ 2t dzY 0 dza 2

1 New criminal penalties for giving, selling or furnishing imitation firearms to minors, tK2yS cmno
altering an imitation firearm, possessing an altered imitation firearm, or possessing an CIE cmMndc
imitation firearm in a school safety zone, if that person displays, brandishes and/or Il 566 ®02t dzY o dz O

claims itdéds a real firear m.
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The Col umbus CZoheynitidtivet ioarunicig pdogram that focuses on
neighborhoods. Designed around the Columbus Police Division's organization of the city into
five zones, the City Attorney has assigned a lawyer to each zone to work closely with law
enforcement, the Division of Fire, Code Enforcement, the Health Department, community
groups and residents to identify and address public nuisances that blight our streets and
undermine neighborhood safety.

Led by Section Chief Steve Dunbar, our Zone Initiative attorneys work closely with the
community to understand the quality -of-life issues affecting each individual neighborhood in
their zones and assist in addressing those issues through criminal and civil litigation.

Whether it is abandoned and deteriorating properties, drug houses, non-compliant

businesses, open dumping, street prostitution, illegal after-hours clubs, excessive noise or
trash and debris, the Columbus City Attor ne Jos N ofuphtnEs
eliminate these problems.

So far this year, the Zone team has shut down seven problem businesses, six drug houses, and
anine-unit apartment building, along with fil:@i
repeat code violators, targeting at least two dozen of their properties. The City Attorney also
was party to an agreement with InTown Suites, resulting in the national extended stay hotel
chain investing close to $2.5 million for improvements to their two existing Columbus

properties. The agreement also mandated that the hotels implement a number of safety and
security measures that were based upon security assessments conducted by the Columbus
Division of Police.

The improvements included customer check-in picture technology, advanced security
cameras and |license plate readers. Rexesadd mo
be suretousethecolorc oded map bel ow to contact your
report a non-emergency public nuisance.
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http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
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http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
mailto:sdunbar@columbuspolice.org
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mailto:sdunbar@columbuspolice.org
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http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/zoneinitiative.aspx
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/press.aspx
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T he City Attorney's Office, through its role in
helping implement the Franklin County Opiate
Action Plan, recently secured 800 Deterra drug
deactivation bags that are now being distributed
to the public through the Columbus Division of
Police and Division of Fire to encourage safe and
responsible at-home drug disposal. The
Addiction Policy Forum , a federal policy group,
and the Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Board
of Franklin County (ADAMH) donated the bags
free-of-charge to the city.
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that works on pills, patches and liquids. Drugs t NBAONR LIo2Y YSRAOI a2y ANOEVELD S04

The bags offer an easyto-use, three-step process

are placed in the pouch and warm water is added, LJNR LISNF &8 RA AL ASRS 6K
rendering the druagtsr ifié \wReNMilltieyadhl a8aniKS LR GSys
The pouch can then be discarded normally. An  OKSYAOFfa SyudSNAay3 €11
FAQ on the use of the bags can be found at OAueQd RNAY1AYy3I &1 GSNH
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The drug disposal bags are being distributed by Columbus Police community liaison officers
and through the Linden Safe Streets pilot program. Division of Fire personnel are offering
bags when they come into direct contact with residents and it must be emphasized that the
bags are NOT being distributed directly from fire stations. Residents also have the option of
discarding unwanted medications at a number of permanent drop -off locations that can be
found here.

L ast month, the City Attorney's Office secured

a court order to vacate and shutter the High

Five Spice Emporium, a carryout store that
plagued the Short North with violence and
crime for years. 't 6s
Attorney Klein has closed down due to unlawful
and irresponsible business practices since he
took office in January.

The Franklin County Environmental Court
issued the order after the City Attorney filed a
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public intoxication, persons with weapons, and | 2 d2Yo dzi | A

assault and batteryd including an eyewitness account of a High Five employee holding a B OK Yt §

victim against the store window as an assailant stabbed the victim with a pair of hedge TT b2NIIK C

clippers. The judge, declaring that the Ci B0 CRIN

convincing evidence that the [High Five] presents a threat of irreparable harm to the tK2yS cwvmno

community due to the history of alcohol vio CHE) cmn Do

boarded up on July 13, 2018. 4 |AIEGEAICAICTC)


https://octf.franklincountyohio.gov/CRNR-OCTF-website/media/Documents/2017%20Opiate%20Action%20Plan/2017-Opiate-Action-Plan-Web.pdf
https://octf.franklincountyohio.gov/CRNR-OCTF-website/media/Documents/2017%20Opiate%20Action%20Plan/2017-Opiate-Action-Plan-Web.pdf
https://www.addictionpolicy.org/
https://adamhfranklin.org/
https://adamhfranklin.org/
https://deterrasystem.com/faq/
http://www.swaco.org/196/Pharmaceutical
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
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DETAIL CONCERNS WITH H.B. 228 THE SO-CALLED
"STAND YOUR GROUND" LAW
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